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The SOLAS in its successive
forms is generally regarded as the most
important of all
concerning the safety of

The first version was adopted in 1914, the
second in 1929 and the third in 1948
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The

Text

of the SOLAS

Convention is to specify
for the construction,

equipment

and operation of ships,

compatible with their safety.
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are responsible for
ensuring that ships under their flag
its requirements, and a
number of are prescribed
in the Convention as proof that this has
been done.
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are contained In
, the most important of them
concerning the of the various types
of ships and the issuing of documents
signifying that the ship meets the
requirements of the Convention.
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The Chapter also includes
for the control of ships in of other
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Subdivision and stability are dealt with
in chapter II 1. Requirements for
and bilge pumping
arrangements for passenger ships are also
laid down as well as stability
requirements for both passenger and
cargo ships.
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these requirements, contained in chapter
II 1, are designed to ensure that services
which are essential for the safety of the
ship, passengers and are maintained
under various . The
steering gear requirements of this chapter
are particularly important.
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and
arrangements are dealt with in chapter

I11.

Radiotelegraphy and radiotelephony
form the subject matter of chapter 1V.
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is dealt with in chapter
V which identifies certain navigation
safety services which should be provided
1) and sets
forth provisions of an operational nature

applicable in general to all ships on all
S.
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